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Gap Analysis is a methodology aimed to individuate the
high biodiversity areas that are not subject to
protection.

The conceptual framework of the analysis is extremely
simple: the spatial distribution of the existing protected
areas is compared with the distribution (real or
potential) of the species considered, in this way it is
possible too individuate the areas that more than other
need legal protection.
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National Parks and SCI are the Protected Areas types that
more than other protect high diversity areas. Regional Parks
together with high diversity areas, include also many areas
with lower diversity values. National Reserves cover the same
range of diversity values of the whole Italian peninsula, while
Regional Reserves, even showing the same pattern, have
some areas with high diversity. Other Protected Areas does
not cover many high diversity area, while SPA have a really
variable pattern, going from areas with extremely high
diversity to areas with a really low number of species.

It has been calculated a
biodiversity index using the ratio:
(maximum number of

species)/(number of species in

the pixel) x 1.000.
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Biodiversity Index frequency pattem for the Vertebrates in taly, in the Protected Areas, in
SCI, in SPA and in the Areas outside the Protected Areas network and the Nature 2000

Network.
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