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Nature 2000 Network, as described in Directive
92/43ICEE issued in 1992, is intended to be a series of
areas with the function of protecting biodiversity in
the territory of the European Community. When the
network has been completed, through agreements to
be reached between the European Union and the
member countries, it will consist of two kinds of
areas: SCI (Sites of European Community Importance)
and SPA (Special Protection Areas).

The SCI cover 4,172,447 ha (over 13.8% of the )
area of the country). The SPA cover 1,845,619 { 3 S

ha (6% of the area of Italy). Sicily is the region * \\ Q‘
where the largest number of SCI have been xSy 1e
proposed (214), while Latium has the greatest [' n
number of SPA (48). Liguria has identified over . 2
25% of the region as SCI, while Abruzzi has 4 § S

indicated over 29% of its area as SPA.
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Number of SCI (in orange) and SPA (in blue) in italy by
classes of area (hia).

1,000 ha and 27% less than 100 ha.

district in Puglia. >

SPA The environmental and physiognomic
characterization of the SCl and SPA shows
that for both of them the preferred CORINE
Land Cover classes are “Wetlands”, “Forest”,
“Shrub and/or herbaceouys vegetation”, “Open
Spaces”, “Inland Wetlanﬁand “Marine
Waters”, whereas the remaining categories
are rarely to be found, particularly “Artificial

Percentage of the various CORINE Land Cover categories in the SCI and SPA. Areas", “Arable Land” and “Permanent

Crops”.

The SCI have a mean size of 1,789 ha (median = 500 ha). Only one site has an
area of over 100,000 ha, while most of them (65%) cover an area of less than

The SPA have a mean area of 5,381 ha (median = 1,138 ha). The largest SPA
covers an area of over 100,000 ha, while the smallest covers just over 4 ha.
For both SCI and SPA, the largest area covered is that of the Murgia Alta

68 % of the area of
the SPA and 41 % of
the area of the SCI
fall within already
existing Protected
Areas. 43 % of the
area of the Nature
2000 Network
overlaps with the
area of the already
existing Protected
Areas Network.

The biggest overlap
is with respect to
Regional Parks (21 %
of the area for the
SCl and 29 % for the
SPA) and to National
Parks (15 % of the
area for the SCl and
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36 % for the SPA).
There is also considerable overlapping Areas of overiapping between Nature 2000
between SCI and SPA, involving a Network and Protected Areas.
substantial portion of the area covered = & X
by the SCI (33 %) and most of the area f J’ & ?‘,fﬁwwf
covered by the SPA (75 %). vd
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Overlapping between the various types of Protected
Areas and Nature 2000 Network The table shows
hectares covered by two types at the same time.
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No Roads 92,72 97,00| 97,13
Motorways 0,27 0,06 0,07
Main Roads 0,64 0,21 0,21
s dary Roads 6,36 2,73 2,59
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Percentages of roads in the country, in SCI and in SPA.

disturbance, a comparison was made
between the presence of roads in the
SCl and SPA and the average for Italy
as a whole. In Italy roads cover 7,3 % of
the area of the country (2,199,514 ha),
while in the Naiture 2000 Network this
percentage is 2,9 %, indicating that SCI

and SPA are less disturbed.
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